
  

From Hong Kong we sailed back to the 

Philippines (San Fernando), this port was 

full of ministry opportunities and the book 

fair was always busy. 

The statistics from this port were 

fantastic; the ministry touched many lives 

and encouraged the local churches to 

reach out more to the local community. 

Whilst in San Fernando we experienced 

further generator problems, we returned to 

Subic Bay to fix the problem. The news was 

disappointing at first but turned out to be a 

blessing. It was great to meet old friends 

and be back in familiar surroundings 

The book fair was very quiet, giving us time 

to complete some unfinished jobs and also 

make connections with the locals, I believe 

God is bringing great revival in Subic Bay. 

Dear friends, 

In this Newsletter I unexpectedly find myself back in the Philippines and being sent from Kuching, Malaysia. 

The emphasis of this newsletter is on people, it doesn’t matter where you are it will always be the people 

around you who have the biggest impact. 

One verse that really spoke to me has been Romans 12: 1, 2 

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 

holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any more to the 

pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to 

test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We got to work on the construction of an events hall where the workers taught me how to build a roof using sheet 

metal, we also got speaking to the owner named Veronica who came from a very influential family with an 

interesting past; her father was once the mayor of Olongapo who was assassinated whilst in power. Veronica is a 

business lady of many businesses including a chicken farm with 200,000 chickens and 2 large hotels. She became a 

born again Christian believer during her career and is now actively involved in the growth of Christianity and prayer 

in South East Asia. I and 2 others were able to serve her in tuning a grand piano (Stephens’s profession) in hope of 

uniting the Christian community worldwide. 

 

I got to visit the YWAM office and 

work with the members, I set up a 

team game using elastic bands, 

string, blindfolds and a bucket of 

balls.  

We were invited back by Veronica for a meal in her hotel the next day, 

also invited was Bishop Stempson – a Bishop from Uganda who whilst 

preaching in the Philippino churches had his passport stolen, meaning he 

also was stuck in the Philippines like the Logos Hope. 

It was such a blessing to meet him for his passion and knowledge of 

Africa. He has started a micro enterprise with ladies in one of his 

churches in Uganda which is very close to my dream. I strongly feel that 

God ordained us to meet and I will prayerfully consider visiting Uganda 

and supporting the enterprise to gain experience. 

Further to this I became interested in the street traders from Mindinao, 

this is a very dangerous Muslim area. On several occasions I have found 

myself in conversation with these people, giving them tours, sharing the 

good news through my testimony, giving free bibles and learning about 

their needs and their business. From asking around many working people 

I found that many earn from 250 to 500 peso per day (5-10 Euro), it is 

shocking just how wide the gap between the higher and lower classes are 

in the Philippines, there doesn’t seem to be a middle class. The biggest 

struggle for many of these people is affording education, many can’t 

afford to support their whole families on this low wage which is a real 

issue and just increases my desire to esteem the poor. 

 

Next we left Subic for Puerto Princessa, this is a fishing 

village on Palawan island. The visit was meant to last 3 

weeks, instead we were delayed and only had 6 days, 

amazingly we received almost 50, 000 visitors in this 

small time and fit in lots of ministry.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is my friend from the 

local prison in Puerto 

Princessa. His testimony 

began in prison, he 

received Christ into his life 

through evangelists 

sharing with him, now 

every Wednesday and 

Thursday he returns to 

the prison to bring this 

same hope to the inmates. 

It is encouraging to see the 

impact of this ministry 

and how it changes lives. 

We left Philippines very pleased with all 

that God had achieved since Hong Kong, I 

was able to sail the ship on the Malaysian 

Sea for 30 minutes. During the sail we 

prepared for Malaysia as it will be 

massively different to what we have been 

used to all year, being a strictly Muslim 

country it is illegal to evangelise and 

there are many new challenges and 

lessons to learn.  

First thing I did 

when I arrived 

in Malaysia was 

experienced 

some delicious 

spicy food and a 

British cup of 

tea with my 

British friend. 

Just getting 

ready to return 

home! 

At this time on the Logos Hope I have really learnt many practical lessons about God, business and economics, 

making my time relevant to my studies and to my future. 

Right now I have a dream that I want to support the Ugandan Bishop’s ministry and business through finance and 

prayer, I then hope to visit him in Uganda (maybe January next year) and experience life in Africa, it may also be 

possible to relate it to my dissertation. I really feel that it was God’s plan for me to meet each of these people, I 

feel excited to leave the ship and take on the challenges I will face when I return to the UK and to university. 

Overall I think God has been teaching me to prioritise him in my life and now he is preparing me for new 

challenges. 

I thank you all for your support, I have finished my study of Luke and Acts which was very challenging and I 

continue to grow. Yours in Christ, Matt 

 

 

Prayers 
1. Adjustment to new 

cultures where 

evangelism is illegal 

2. Revival in Muslim 

countries 

3. Direction and guidance in 

my life 

4. Solid foundation in God  

5. Keep communication with 

the people I have met 


