
Newsletter 9 
My last newsletter was back in July, in Malaysia. Since 

then I travelled to Sri Lanka, then on the 10th 

September I returned to the UK 

I have attached a slideshow containing many 

memories from throughout the year, I hope you will 

enjoy watching it as much as I enjoyed making it. 

I still cannot believe that I’m back in the UK after such 

a life changing year! My life will never be the same. 

My eyes were opened to the world around me, to 

new cultures, friendships and ways of living and most 

importantly to the sovereignty of God. This is not the 

end of my journey, it is just the beginning. 

Reflection 

Living on board the Logos Hope was at the least a leap 

of faith, a step into the unknown. On reflection it was 

an amazing journey, lots of adventure and many new 

experiences, at the time there were many challenges, 

disappointments and frustrations. From the spiritual 

side, it was a time of revival, a time of growth and a 

time of knowledge. Put these together and you get 

the foundations for a life of faith, free to enjoy the 

blessings of God through humble service.  

Last 2 months on board - Malaysia 
 

 
 
In Malaysia there were many more ministry 
opportunities, involving outreach in the rural areas, 
plus I visited a huge cave (full of bats), the jungle and 
enjoyed the cuisine, Malaysia has really good food so I 
ate out at every opportunity, I particularly liked the 
Pakistani run Muslim restaurant which gave me the 
opportunity to build a good relationship with the 
employees.  

 
 
My final outreach, in Sri Lanka, involved painting a 
house as part of a large project setting up a 
conference centre. With a purpose of connecting 
Northern Sri Lankans (mostly Tamil people, Muslim, 
Hindu and Buddhist) with the South (Mixed Sinhalese 
and Tamils, mostly Buddhist) and also counselling, 
youth camps, meetings ect. I liked to be a part of this 
project and pray that it lives up to all the 
expectations. 
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https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=sri+lanka+sinhalese+and+tamils&safe=off&source=univ&tbm=nws&tbo=u&sa=X&ei=KylAUqX4AsKm0QWh_YCgCQ&ved=0CDIQqAI
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=sri+lanka+sinhalese+and+tamils&safe=off&source=univ&tbm=nws&tbo=u&sa=X&ei=KylAUqX4AsKm0QWh_YCgCQ&ved=0CDIQqAI


Last 2 months on board - Sri Lanka 
 
Below is the huge line we had in Sri Lanka, everybody 
in this picture is lining for the Logos Hope! 

 

 

We also received 2 x 40ft containers and processed 

90+ pallets in Sri Lanka. 

 

On leaving the ship I wrote around 100 personal 
messages of encouragement to my friends on board, 
this was a good time of reflection on how so many 
people have impacted me over the year. I also gave 
my farewell testimony, the idea of speaking in front of 
400 people still terrifies me, but fortunately it went 
well and I received lots of encouragement and thanks.  
 
Lots of changes are happening on the ship, it is 
preparing for a completely new area of ministry in the 
Arab world, around 90 people have left and the same 
number arrived, this gives lots of fresh energy and 
excitement, but also requires a lot of training and 
adjusting. I would really ask that you continue to pray 
for the ship, especially as it enters the Middle East, 
travelling across dangerous waters and entering 
sensitive countries. Particularly pray for the people 
who are taking a bigger than usual work load as the 
new recruits are trained. 
 
 

 

 

Re-entry 

Adjusting to the UK was just like waking up from a 
dream or coming back from Narnia, I was surrounded 
by familiar things, it was just me who had changed. I 
think people have noticed a change in me, mostly that 
I have matured which is not surprising with all the 
challenges and opportunities I engaged on the ship, it 
was the perfect place for anybody to grow, and also a 
fantastic and memorable experience. 
 
I have had mixed emotions since being back. I left the 
Logos Hope at the time set by God himself, ready to 
take on the next challenge. It is my honour to remain 
faithful to God no matter what trials I face. To explain 
my story fully is impossible and I am seeing my life 
from a new perspective, being able to appreciate all 
that I have and also seeing things from a new 
perspective.  

 
What next… 

I spent a short while in Solihull, catching up with 

family and friends, and then on the 21st September I 

went to Aberystwyth, Wales for my final year of 

studying Economics.  

As you can guess, I have had to adjust too many things 

in the past few weeks. Firstly, whilst I was still on the 

ship preparing to leave I focussed more on my 

friendships on-board, saying my final goodbyes and 

encouragements for the future, so to leave was kind 

of sad, but also exciting. I knew I would be leaving 

many memories and friends from around the world, 

at the same time I knew I was moving onto new 

challenges and adventures. 

Uni. Initially it will be a struggle, getting back into the 

academic environment after 1 year, remembering all 

the things I’ve forgotten and adjusting to a very 

different environment. On the ship I was seeing 

thousands of people each day, having a busy schedule 

planned for me and 400 Christian brothers and sisters 

to keep me focussed, to offer me encouragement and 

challenges. At Uni I will be alone, have a lot of time to 

plan for myself and surrounded by many distractions. 

My hope is to find good friends in the Church, friends 

to be accountable with. I will also seek a mentor, a 

good role model to help me on this difficult but 

rewarding journey. 



 
 
Meanwhile, I have arrived safely back to university, I 
have started to settle down, I still have the travelling 
bug so living in a (non-moving) house in the quiet 
countryside will be something completely different. I 
already see how my experience has moulded me as a 
more mature Christian, I have much more passion to 
serve the community and to serve the church, I am 
keen to get back into my studies, really striving for a 
first class honours, but also being very happy if I 
achieve a 2:1 which I am currently achieving. I don’t 
know many people at the university as my previous 
friends have graduated already, some still around 
doing their masters. I am treated as a fresher, which is 
great for the freebies! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Pig Project 
 
On the 10th October, Bishop Stempson (Uganda) will 
be purchasing the piglets to start the micro-enterprise 
project, I will see how I can be involved in this and 
hopefully get out there if God provides an 
opportunity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spiritually 
 
As for my spiritual life, I am trying to get into a routine 
of a walk (weather permitting) and devotion every 
morning to ensure I start my days well. I have really 
enjoyed this so far and my prayer is that it becomes 
part of my daily routine. I learnt on the ship the 
importance of setting a time for God each day, I 
experienced the huge difference it made and would 
definitely encourage everybody to do it. With 
stunning views in Aber this shouldn’t be so hard! 

 
And then… 

I will keep my focus on my desire to bring 

development to Africa, which is what God has placed 

on my heart. This will be the motivation for my 

studies and self-discipline. If anybody is interested in 

knowing more please get in touch, I would love to 

discuss ideas and maybe you will be moved to get 

involved.  

What I learnt 

If I’m asked to summarise my journey so far, I imagine 

a house, no matter how it looks, the foundations are 

the most important. I see my life built on material 

possessions, selfish ambitions, a slave to my work and 

studies amongst many other flaws. Leaving for 

mission work exposed a whole new way of life, not 

only was God beginning to build me up with new 

things, he was also at work breaking down my old 

ways. The doors of the jobs I was aiming for had been 

closed, this began to break my pride and led me to 

joining the Logos Hope. A lack of material things and 

money led me to a hunger for God instead of 

indulgence into worldly things.  

In each challenge I face, there is a lesson to be learnt 

and an opportunity to grow, therefore I am grateful 

that I have been given challenges which have led to 

far greater things with an eternal value (2 Corinthians 

4:17). 

I also experienced that every culture has its own 

identity and own flaws, often though you must view 

the culture from an outside perspective to really 

understand it. 

After this, I will try to keep you posted about anything 
major in my life and how God has worked since the 
Logos Hope. If you are missing any newsletters, or you 
would like any information about anything, please 
drop me a message. 


